[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.wmf]






 




THE MOUNTAIN VIEW


MESSENGER


Vol. 3				10/29/2006			Issue 42





FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;  Bro. Buddy Clark ; Sis. Elaine Clem 


Bro. Glendon Smith recovering from


surgery.


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby. 


Congratulations to David and Melissa  


Holmes at the birth of their new baby.


___________________________


Men's meeting on goals


Today at 3:30 PM


______________________________





Our Gospel Meeting 


With Bro. Jeff Young begins Nov. 12th


Start making your preparations now


   ____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Drew Bowman


Song Leader---Brad Bowman


Lord's Supper---Wes Guyton


   Asst. 1-----Cecil Douthitt


   Asst. 2-----Garrett Douthitt


   Asst. 3-----George Wilcox


   Asst. 4-----Buddy Clark


   Asst. 5-----Jordan Huff


2nd Prayer----Jack Green


Read Scripture---Ken Gay


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----Joe Phillips


Closing Prayer-----Rex Veteto


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Grant Hicks


Song Leader-------Michael Burke


2nd Prayer------Jeremy Green


Read Scripture ---A. Petrochko


Sermon----Steve Tramell


Lord's Supper----Wes Guyton


Announcements----Joe Phillips


Closing Prayer-----Joey Jackson


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Steve Tramell


Invitation---Ross Statham


Closing Prayer---Garrett Douthitt





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 








   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5
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Who Am I?





     Taking place at the dawn of the industrial revolution, World War I introduced a type of warfare that was unparalleled in history. With the advent and refinement of steel and smokeless gunpowder, armaments of war were brought to new heights.  As the battles insured high explosive shells were rained down continually upon troops on both sides. These bombardments were designed to break the will to fight of the men who were confined to trenches separated by only a few hundred yards known as "no man's land". After months of bombardment and battle that turned into years, many of the survivors suffered from shell shock and many of these developed a condition known as the "1000 yard stare". A hollow face with no emotion staring off at some distance place. So devastating was the conflict it was dubbed "the war to end all wars".


      After the war hundreds of French soldiers could not remember who they were and French military records were so faulty they were of no use. Unless they could be identified, these men were doomed to a destroyed life. Someone suggested an identification rally to be held in Paris and announced through out France. On the day of the rally thousands gathered and one by one the bewildered men mounted the platform and anxiously ask. "Please, can someone tell me who I am?" 


     The importance of personal identity can not be exaggerated, but far more important is our spiritual identity. Are we the products of a mindless process of evolution or God's creation made in His image with a purpose?			Cont. on page 3











SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








We can, and should, pause to give thanks before meals (1 Timothy 4:4).  But there are prayers, which require more concentration than is possible with the distraction of blaring horns, tempting food, or restless children.


     The kind of praying that Jesus often did required Him to arise early in the morning, while it was still dark, to go out into a lonely place (Mark 1:35).  The kind of communication with God that we are suggesting would be seriously interrupted by eating and is therefore logically accompanied by fasting (Nehemiah 1:4).  It is the kind of exercise which might well prompt a devout husband and wife to suspend their normal relations "for a time that you might devote yourselves to prayer" (1 Corinthians 7:5).  This kind of prayer takes time and it is this kind that is most neglected in our day.


     What problems are troubling you just now?  What decisions are you facing?  Try prayer.  Sometime today, find a quiet place--perhaps a park, a field, or if nothing else is possible, "go into your room, and when you have shut your door" spend at least thirty minutes talking aloud to God about the burden you are carrying.  I predict that the blessing you will receive will make you want to spend more time that way tomorrow.





From every stormy wind that blows,


From every swelling tide of woes,


There is a calm, a sure retreat;


'Tis found beneath the mercy seat.


(Hugh Stowell)


____________________________





I use to pray that God would do 


this or that;  now I pray that God will 


make His will known to me.


          (Madame Chiang Kai-Shek)





Cont. from page 1


When Peter warned us of our adversary the devil (I Pet 5:8), he is described as a roaring lion, seeking to destroy us. Satan is constantly bombarding our lives with the artillery of sin in the hope of destroying our will to fight but fight we must. James said, "resist the devil and he will flee from you (Js 4:7). It is important to note that he prefaced resisting Satan with first being subject to God. When Satan tempted Jesus, His defense was to resist and His offence was to submit all things to God.  (Matt. 4:1-10) God has provided a way of escape for all temptation. (I Cor.10: 13) 


     With sin's constant assault we never really get away from the three basic questions of life, "who am I"?  


"why am I here"? and "where am I going"? Most people whose lives are razed by sin come to seek the answer to these questions. For those who have no knowledge of God there is no answer. It is only when one turns to God and recognizes that we are made in His image that we realize a purpose to life. I am here to "show forth the excellencies of Him who called me out of darkness into His marvelous light" (I Pet. 2:9) and when the battle is over I am going to be with Him. (II Tim. 4:7)


     We have a choice, to loose our identity to sin or be identified as a child of God. Solomon's answer to these questions was, " (This is) the end of the matter; all hath been heard: fear God, and keep his commandments; for this is the whole (duty) of man. For God will bring every work into judgment, with every hidden thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil. (Eccl 12:13-14)


    Will God identify us as one who belongs to Him? I hope we all live to be so identified.


			JP





Taking Time To Pray


By Sewell Hall





WHEN A CRISIS AROSE in the Jerusalem church in connection with the distribution of food to the widows, the apostles made the following proposal:  "Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word" (Acts 6:3-4).








course to follow. Our companion may say very little and may offer no advice, yet we thank him for the great help he has been.


 My mother taught me a valuable lesson on the art of praying.  "Son, whenever possible, talk aloud to God.  It is better than silent prayer."  I quickly learned that she was right.  For one thing, I did not fall asleep so easily while praying.  I must admit that at first I did feel a little silly "talking to myself."  But that very feeling judged me; if I felt I was talking to myself it meant that I was not really aware of God's presence.  Once I became conscious of a listening ear, God became more of a companion and prayer became more meaningful.


       If talking to an earthly friend can be helpful, how much more talking to our heavenly Father!  Some alternatives which I might propose to a human companion (especially a worldly one) I could not bring myself even to mention to God.  And motives I might hide from a friend I know are "naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account" (Hebrews 4:13).  A decision reached after literally talking it over with God will be a more spiritual decision, for it will be modified by all that the Spirit has revealed to me concerning God.  It will be the kind of decision, too, which I can confidently ask God to help me implement.


       Quick petitions have their place.  They can be made amid the din of traffic or the chaos of the marketplace.  Nehemiah uttered a prayer between a question asked by the king and his own answer to that question (Nehemiah 2:4-5).





     Many preachers and elders complain of too little time for recreation, too little time for correspondence, too little time for visitation and even for study--but for prayer?  This may explain some of our modern ineffectiveness.


     What is true of elders and preachers is true of most other Christians.  We don't value prayer sufficiently to make time for it, and if we do make time we don't know what to do with it.  How can one spend all night in prayer?  We know that Jesus did (Luke 6:12).  Even the early church did (Acts 12:5).  But we quickly run out of things to ask for and begin repeating ourselves.


     Much of our problem lies in the fact that we think of prayer as reading off a shopping list for God to fill for us.  We think through our problems, determine what will be required to solve them, and then come to God with a request for the things we have decided we need.  We need to back up and bring God into the search for solutions.


     Prayer is more than supplication--even more than thanksgiving.  It is the broad general act of talking to God.  This is clear from Philippians 4:6.  "Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your request be made known to God."


     Talking out your problems with any other person can be helpful in finding a solution.  Verbalizing our thoughts, explaining our situation, enumerating alternatives and analyzing them to point out the weakness and strength of each--all of this helps us to see the wisest 








